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Message from the Bridge 
Board President Dennis Hunter 
 
Welcome to the District’s first newsletter in a very long time.  Through my 20 years of service on the District’s Board of 
Commissioners, I have seen a lot of changes.  Back in 1989, besides Woodley Island Marina tenants and some in the maritime 
industry, the general public in Humboldt County weren’t really aware of the Harbor District.  A fellow Commissioner at the time noted 
people would come up to him in the early 1990’s and ask “So how are things going at that water district”.  Boy have things changed.  
Today there are very few people that don’t know about the Harbor District.  That is a good thing and something that I have strived 
for during my tenure on the Board.  This newsletter is a further attempt to inform the citizens of Humboldt County of the wide and 
varied programs that the District is engaged in to further balance the harbor, recreation and conservation uses of Humboldt Bay 
surrounding areas in Humboldt County.  Finally, as my last term winds down I would like to thank all of the voters of the Fourth 
Division for allowing me the opportunity to 
represent you over the past 20 years.  It has 
been an incredible honor to serve and I am very 
proud of the accomplishments of the District 
while I was your representative.  

 

 
 
 
 

Recent Grant Activity 
 

Grant Purpose                          Year Awarded Amount  Status 
Oil Spill Response Equip (Woodley)                                2009                        $25,400              Completed 
Oil Spill Response Equip (Shelter Cove)                2009                 $26,000              Completed 
Port Security Equip                  2009                 $2, 536,000                Underway 
Sewage Pumpout Station Rehab (Woodley)                 2009                        $25,400                Underway 
Collaborative Fisheries Research                                    2009                      $200,000                Submitted 
Marine Highway Modernization                                2009                $10,000,000                Submitted 
Regional Sediment Management Plan                           2009                      $150,000                   Pending 
Fields Landing Boat Launch Upgrade 
 (Cosponsored with County of Humboldt)      2008                     $574,000                 Underway 
Port Security Equip                                                             2008                     $536,000                Underway 
Shelter Cove Breakwater Rehab                                      2007                  $1,712,000                Underway 
Humboldt Bay Water Quality data                 2009                 $25,000                Submitted 
Compilation & Assessment 
Publication of Water Trails Guide                 2009    $5,000                  Awarded 
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2009/10 Salmon Season Highlights 

The Northcoast had the unique opportunity to be the only place in 
California that had a recreational ocean salmon season in 2009.  The 
season ran from August 29-September 7.  Due to the uncertainty of the 
popularity of this unique opportunity, the District coordinated a multi-
agency team to collectively plan for increased boating facility use, traffic, 
safety and enforcement.  Although the weather was a factor early in the 
season and the salmon were hard to find, those that participated had a 
great time.  When times were slow, the hardy fishermen also caught 
albacore and halibut.  For Woodley Island Marina, the short season saw 80 
more temporary slip reservations than normal, including three out of the 
area charter boats.  This increased use resulted in more than $5,000 direct 
income during the 10-day season.  The agency coordination effort worked 
very well.  If there is another season like this, the group decided that we 
should again work together to provide the best and safest fishing 
experience possible. 

Humboldt Bay Water Trails Project Progresses 

The District and Redwood Community Action Agency are wrapping up the first 
phase of a Humboldt Bay Water Trails Project.  With funding from the CA Coastal 
Conservancy,  extensive outreach, design and planning have resulted in 
preliminary designs for four water trail put-in/take-out locations and the 
development of water trail signage  and map and guide.  The four locations 
include Woodley Island Marina, Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary, Fields 
Landing Boat Launch and the Samoa Bridge Launch Ramp.  In the upcoming 
phase of this Project, the actual implementation of these plans will be realized 
by completing final designs, permitting, environmental compliance and 
construction. 

Shelter Cove Breakwater 
Rehab Project Close to Reality 

In response to requests by the 
residents of Shelter Cove, the District 
has been pursuing a project to 
rehabilitate the breakwater that 
protects the boat launching ramp.  
Since the breakwater and ramp were 
built in the late 1970’s, the 
breakwater has deteriorated to the 
point that it is ineffective.  The 
proposed project essentially rebuilds 
the breakwater in its existing 
configuration using bigger rock so 
that the structure will be more 
resilient to large storm waves.  Final 
permits are being obtained and it is 
hoped that this project will be out to 
bid in late 2009.  Engineering and 
environmental funding was obtained 
from the CA Coastal Conservancy 
with $1.7 million construction 
funding from the CA Department of 
Boating and Waterways. 




