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6.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS FROM THE 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND 
GAME 

The comment letter from the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) includes 
several comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report and several 
additional comments regarding the Draft Management Plan.  The subsections in this 
chapter address only the DEIR-related comments.  However, the District will consider the 
Department’s comments regarding Plan text in revising the Draft Management Plan for 
adoption. 

6.1 MUTUAL INTERDEPENDENCE AMONG PLAN POLICIES 
This comment states the Department’s opinion that the Draft EIR Summary should 
include an explicit statement that all of the Management Plan policies will work in concert 
in the District’s management of Humboldt Bay.   
 
The District does not agree with the comment that there is a need for an additional 
statement about the mutual interdependence of the Plan’s policies.  The Draft 
Management Plan, which is incorporated into the DEIR by reference, already includes the 
suggested statement in several places, as does the Draft EIR (see Section 1.2.2), and the 
District has concluded that the mutual interdependence of the policies in the 
Management Plan is generally well stated and understood. 

6.2 SHORELINE MAINTENANCE POLICIES 
This CDFG comment expresses support for Plan Policies HSM-2, HSM-6, and HSM-7, 
which direct a collaborative approach to shoreline maintenance and the development of a 
coherent bay-wide response to rising sea level.   
 
The District takes note of the comment, which does not raise new substantive issues. 

6.3 WETLAND MANAGEMENT POLICIES 
This CDFG comment expresses support for Plan Policy CAE-3, which directs the District 
to work collaboratively with the Department and other concerned parties to develop a 
coherent restoration and enhancement plan for aquatic ecosystem elements in Humboldt 
Bay.   
 
The District takes note of the comment, which also does not raise new substantive issues. 

6.4 IMPORTANCE OF EELGRASS 
This Department comment expresses concurrence with the Draft EIR’s recognition of the 
ecological and regulatory importance of eelgrass (Zostera marina), and provides citations to 
additional studies and reports that support that conclusion.   
 
The District also takes note of this comment. 
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6.5 DWARF EELGRASS IN HUMBOLDT BAY 
This comment adds additional information and several minor corrections to the dwarf 
eelgrass (Z. japonica) summary in footnote 1 on Draft EIR page 10-1.   
 
The District takes note of the comment, and will incorporate the provided information into 
future descriptions of activities concerning this undesirable exotic species to the extent 
that it applies.  The District finds that the comment does not raise substantial issues 
regarding the Draft EIR. 

6.6 ADDITIONAL SENSITIVE SPECIES 
This comment identifies several sensitive wildlife species that are known, or which are 
believed likely, to occur within the Humboldt Bay region, and which were not identified in 
Chapter 11.0 of the Draft EIR.   
 
The District takes note of the comment, but observes that the comment merely amplifies 
conclusions reached in the Draft EIR.  In the Draft EIR (page 11-6) the District concluded 
that it is possible to identify sensitive species, not all of which have a formal legal status, 
by a variety of criteria. 
 
The listing in DEIR Table 11-1 was based on the occurrence records in the Natural 
Diversity Data Base (CNDDB).  The CNDDB records include reported occurrences, and the 
District has concluded that it would be inappropriate to amend Table 11-1 to include 
species that lack actual occurrence records in the Data Base, even though many 
biologists are aware of specific occurrences in the region or believe that one or more of the 
species in the comment should be present.  
 
At least one of the species identified in the comment should have been included in Table 
11-2; the northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina) is known to occur within the 
Humboldt Bay watershed (although the occurrence records are not reported by the 
CNDDB software).  The District is uncertain that the other species identified in the 
comment could be included in Table 11-2, which indicates species that are known to 
occur in the watershed, even though specific occurrence records are lacking. 
 
As noted in Chapter 11.0 in the DEIR, many of the species have little opportunity to be 
significantly affected by management activities that would result from the Plan, and the 
Plan specifies a number of policies that direct the District to obtain and use appropriate 
information when considering activities that might affect the species that could be 
affected. 

6.7 FISH SAMPLING IN BAY TRIBUTARIES 
This comment emphasizes that the fish sampling being conducted by Department 
Associate Biologist Michael Wallace was/is occurring in tidally influenced Humboldt Bay 
tributaries and sloughs.   
 
The District takes note of the comment, which affirms statements that were made in the 
Draft EIR.  The relationships among salmonids and their habitats in Humboldt Bay are 
not fully established (see Chapter 5.0 in this Final EIR for additional discussion).  An 
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extension of the conclusions from a variety of salmonid rearing studies along the Pacific 
Coast indicates that the tidal (or estuarine) portions of the bay’s major tributaries are the 
locus of rearing habitat for salmonids in the watershed.  The District has concluded that 
the data resulting from Wallace’s studies are highly important to developing a full 
understanding of these interrelationships, and encourages the Department to continue 
and expand the scope of Wallace’s investigations within the estuarine tributaries of 
Humboldt Bay. 

6.8 SALMONID USE OF HUMBOLDT BAY’S WATERS 
This Department comment emphasizes the Department’s belief that adults and juveniles 
of several salmonid species, listed under federal and state Endangered Species Acts or 
not, find important habitat within the waters of Humboldt Bay.  
 
The District concurs in this comment, and in fact the Draft EIR stated the same 
conclusion; see FEIR Chapter 5.0 for additional considerations of the use of the bay’s 
waters by salmonids. 

6.9 LISTED PLANT SPECIES 
This Department comment correctly points out that the absence of detections of a number 
of sensitive plant species from the Humboldt Bay region for several or many decades is 
not conclusive evidence that those species no longer occur in the region.   
 
The District agrees with this comment, although the District finds that the potential 
occurrence in the Humboldt Bay region of plant species last detected many decades ago 
does not raise substantive policy issues for the Management Plan or the Draft EIR.  When 
considering future Plan implementation, the District anticipates consulting with 
Department staff regarding any element that might be associated with potential impacts 
for these species (which are, in fact, included in the occurrence records summarized in 
Table 11-1). 

6.10 FENS IN THE HUMBOLDT BAY REGION 
This comment notes that an additional environmentally sensitive community type, fens,1 
is known to be present in the Humboldt Bay watershed.   
 
The District concurs, although the District considers it substantially unlikely that any of 
the activities that may occur in implementing the Management Plan will significantly 
affect the fens in the watershed. 
 

                                                      
1 A fen is a wetland in which the wetland’s hydrology is dominated more or less completely by 
subsurface inflow and outflow. 
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